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Anglo-Saxon kingdom to his north. The “Danelaw” remained under Danish control, but 
virtually all of the south was now united under a single king (see Map 5.3). 
          Like all successful leaders of the age, Alfred was an able warrior, but he was also 
an imaginative leader who looked to the future. As Alfred himself described his efforts, 
he was someone who wandered through a great forest collecting timber with which 
others could build. Among other innovations, Alfred issued a far-reaching law code, 
systematized military recruitment, assembled a navy, and built defensive strongholds 
throughout his lands. Many of these forts (or burgs) eventually developed commercial 

Map 5.3 England under Alfred the Great (d. 899) In several hard-fought 
victories over the Danes, King Alfred secured London and all the south coast for 
Wessex. He then allied with Mercia by marrying his daughter to the Mercian king. 
Much of the east of Britain—the Danelaw—remained under Danish control, but 
the Danes agreed by treaty that they would not attack Alfred’s realm.
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